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Ida Gray, D.D.S. (1867-1953)   (left) 
was the first black woman to 
graduate from the University of 
Michigan Dental School in 1890 and 
became the nation's first black female 
dentist. Gray started as a seamstress 
in the dental office of Jonathan and 
William Taft in Cincinnati, Ohio. It 
was there her desire to become a 
dentist was developed. Dr. Gray later 
became the first black woman to 
practice dentistry in Chicago. U of M 
hands out the "Ida Gray awards" 
each year to outstanding dental 

students. 

John Barfield (1927-2018) (below) of 
Ypsilanti, became one of the first minority 
owners of a major business in Washtenaw 
County when he started his company 
Bartech Group Inc. in 1977. Headquartered 
in Southfield, the global workforce 
management group employs over 2,600 
workers and is reportedly worth over $2 
Billion. Barfield received numerous awards 
over his multi-decade career, including the 
A.G. Gaston Lifetime Achievement Award 
from Black Enterprise magazine. He was 
also a committed philanthropist and in the 
1990s which supported charitable giving to 

the homeless. 

Jerry Clayton (below) became Washtenaw 
County's first black sheriff in 2008 and 
remains in the position. He originally joined 
the sheriff's office in 1986 and rose up the 
ranks, serving as the commander of 
corrections, police services and SWAT team 
before retiring in 2006. Two years later, he 
announced his run for sheriff and defeated 
two-term incumbent Dan Minzey. Clayton was 
named one of the "2014 Men of Excellence" 
by the Michigan Chronicle. Clayton is a 

graduate of Eastern Michigan University. Harry and Joetta Mial (1925-2001) (above) Harry 
Mial became the first black teacher at Ann Arbor 
Public Schools in 1954 working at Jones School. He 
later became principal at Northside Elementary and 
continued with Ann Arbor through 1986 when he 
retired. Mial also was a part of the city's human 
rights commission. His wife, Joetta, became the first 
black principal at Ann Arbor's Huron High School in 

1986. 

Albert Wheeler (1915-1994) (right) 
became Ann Arbor's first black 
mayor in 1975. He served as the 
city's mayor until 1978. Wheeler 
earned his Ph.D. from the 
University of Michigan School of 
Public Health. After completing his 
degree, he took a job as a research 
associate at U of M. In 1952, he 
became an assistant professor of 
microbiology and immunology. He 
eventually became the university's 

first tenured black professor. 

Although this is only a few of Ann Arbor’s influential 

African Americans, we celebrate all who have made 

a difference in our community! 

Monday  9:00am-5:00pm 

Tuesday  10:00am-6:00pm 

Wednesday  9:00am-5:00pm 

Thursday  9:00am-5:00pm 

Friday   1:00pm-4:00pm 

Sat & Sun CLOSED 

Forest Hills Calendar—February 

February 11     Community Awareness Discussion, Comm. Rm. 7pm 

February 14     St. Valentine’s Day 

February 17     Furnace Filter Replacement starts 

February 17     President’s Day-Office is open 



SNOW REMOVAL PROCESS 

Parking and maneuvering is always a challenge during a snow fall event.  Please 

allow us to explain our snow removal process in order to help provide some 

clarification and hopefully avoid confusion.   

 

Ideally the process should work as follows:  the snow falls, members clear the 

snow from their parking spaces into the center of the court, then maintenance 

comes by, clears the snow and treats the lots with ice melt.   

      

We realize this does not always happen in this order because every snow fall 

event is as uniquely different as each member’s schedule.   

 

If you should miss clearing your space before maintenance clears your lot, 

please know they will come back and clear the lots 

again either the next working day or next day, 

whatever is appropriate based on the event.   

 

Please keep this timeframe in mind when clearing 

the parking spaces and be careful not to mound 

snow creating a hazard for yourself or a neighbor.   

Registers & Cold Air Returns 

Just a reminder; during the cold months, it is especially 

important to keep your registers and cold air returns uncovered 

and unblocked with any personal items such as: furniture, 

mattresses, rugs, boxes or clothing! This allows the furnace to 

function properly. 

Furnace Filters 

We will be changing the filters the week of Feb. 17  (see 

attached). However, if you desire to change your own furnace 

filters, please be sure to check the MERV rating  to make sure 

that it is not higher than 7.  

MAINTENANCE TIP OF THE MONTH 

FREE—MAGNETS 
PICK ONE UP TODAY! 

City of Ann Arbor Sustainability Forums 

All are invited to the upcoming City of Arbor 

sustainability forum which takes place at the 

Ann Arbor District Library Downtown 

Branch, 343 S. Fifth Ave. Join the discussion 

on how to achieve carbon neutrality in the 

energy sector; learn about emerging ideas; 

and find out how to help the city achieve its 

carbon neutrality goals.  

Thursday, February 13, at 7pm will include a 

discussion about carbon neutrality in the 

transportation sector.  

Thursday, March 19, at 7pm will include a 

discussion about carbon neutrality in the 

resource sector.  

Thursday, April 9, at 7pm will include a 

discussion about carbon neutrality in the 

adaptation and resilience sector. 

CAUTION—Please be aware that DTE contractors will be trimming trees 

along the perimeter of the Cooperative.  Please keep clear of their work  

site to avoid injury to your children or pets. Thank you! 



How to Make Strawberry Hearts 
1. Rinse and gently pat dry medium or large 

strawberries. 
2. With a small, sharp knife, in a circular 

motion, carve out the stem of the 
strawberry. See image for reference.  

3. Slice the strawberry in half. 
4. At the top center of each of berry half, cut 

a small V-shape. 
5. If dipping in chocolate, gently insert a 

wooden stick at the bottom of the heart 
shape. 

6. To dip in chocolate, microwave dark or 
milk chocolate chips in small bowl for 30 
seconds. Stir chocolate and microwave for 
another 30 seconds until chocolate is 
smooth.  

7. Dip strawberries in melted chocolate.  
8. Let dry on parchment paper until 

chocolate firms. 
Enjoy! 

Here is a fun and easy Valentine’s Day 

craft with simple supplies using paper, 

pipe cleaners, craft sticks and googly eyes.  

HAVE FUN! 

Kid’s Creative Corner 

Are you interested in a center that would offer 
a coffee shop/café, gardens to stroll in, 

organic produce being grown for children to 
learn and all of us to share in? A center that 

would involve education, cooperation 
between all the housing projects in the area; 

with games and activities and all around 
community development.  

Please join us in an open discussion.  

February 11 at 7:00 pm   

&  February 28 at 7:00 pm 
 

A Community Awareness Discussion 

Participation requested 

Located in the FHC Community Room 



February 4, 2020 
 
 

FURNACE FILTER REPLACEMENT 

STARTING FEBRUARY 17, 2020 

(WEATHER PERMITTING) 
 
Dear Members: 
 
 This month we are combining the furnace filter replacement.  As you are aware the filters must be 
replaced on a regular basis in order to maintain the efficiency of the furnace/air conditioning system.  Entry 
to each unit is required.  Members of our staff must have free and clear access to all areas of your home. 
Smoke detectors throughout your unit will also be checked to ensure they are operating correctly.  
 

Important Information: 
 
 We anticipate being in your home for no more than 10-15 minutes 
 Please be sure your pets are either crated or restrained 
 In an effort to expedite this process, notification of entry is limited to this notice 

 
If you prefer to be present for this service, please contact the office by phone or email (listed below) 

no later than Wednesday, February 12, 2020.  We would be happy to place you on our appointment 
schedule. 

 
OSHA code prohibits staff from removing their shoes.  Please call or email us by Wednesday, 

February 12th if you prefer us to wear foot covers when entering your home. 
 
Please know the weather conditions may interfere with the schedule and may require us to adjust 

accordingly.  Thank you in advance for your cooperation.  Please do not hesitate to contact us if you should 
have any further questions. 

 
 
          Jennie Bach 
          Managing Agent  
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